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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A carrier network fulfilling a distributed virtual routing 
function, said carrier network comprising one or more components, each of the components 
comprising at least two nodes communicating with one another by means of an artery, each node 
comprising an access function ond - seryer functions (LES/BUS, I j BCS> MPS) , wherein at least 
one component of said network comprises the following elements; 

. several ELANi - bridge a bridge ELANs , each ELANi bridge bridge ELAN being 
connected to a virtual network VLANi VXAN. 

• at least one transit ELAN, all access fimctioixs of the same component being 
adjacent through said transit ELAN, and 

• at the level of an access function: 

. router LEG means adapted to connect the access function to at least one 
ELANt bridge ELAN associated with a VLANi VLAN> 

• means for the identification of the VLANis VLANs serviced by the access 
function, 

• means (transit LEG) to connect tiie transit ELAN to ttie access function. 

2. (Currently amended) A diotributed router aooording to The carrier network of 
claim 1, wherein the fit ep of d e termining the hsta of th e 5on.dcod \rLAJ>K h obtoinod by 
ee nsidering any ono of the Lm lio ts- and dotermining tho cont e nta of - its interseGtion with any 
otfaer of the liota to obtain th e ompty sot identification means is a Ust, wherein for a component of 
the network comprising m nodes, said Ust is one of m Usts, said m Ksts defined so that the 
intersection of any two of the lists provides an empty set. 
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3. (Currently amended) A routor according to claim 2, wh e roin a list Lm is drawn - t^ 
by uoing an e l e ction protocol suoh no - iho protocol standardigod at tho IETF. The earner 
network of claim 1^ wherein said access fimctioix comprises an election function, said election 
function interfacing with corresponding election functions of other nodes by exchange of packets 
on the ELANi bridge B bridge ELANs using the router LEC means. 

4. (Ciirrently amended) A routor aooording to ono of tho cloimc 2 or 3, oompriaing 
on e l e ction function implanted in tho acooG c function FA^ engaged in dioteg with tho 
homologouo fimotions by e xchango on tho ELANi bridgog in uaing th e LEC routorg R «t The 
carrier network of claim 3, wherein said election function ensures implementation of an election 
protocol. 

5. (Previously presented) The earner network of claim 1, wherein a VLAN 
comprises at least one LEC user connected to a node of the earner network, 

6. (Previously presented) The earner network of claim 5, wherein the LEC user 
function is implanted in a node of the cairier network for ethemet type access operations. 

7. (Currently amended) The carrier network of ^kami claim L wherem the carrier 
network is an ATM type carrier network with IP type data packets. 

8. (Cuirently amended) A method of routmg in a switched network comprising one 
or more components, the component or components comprising at least two nodes connected by 
a communications artery, each of the nodes comprising an access function, wherein the method 
comprises relaying data packets received on one of tho LECg a router LEC or a transit LEC using 
the access function as follows: 
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(a) if the addressee of a packet is an internal routing fimction laid out at a node X, the 
packet is directly handed over to said function, 

(b) if the addressee of a packet is a VLAN serviced by the access function, the data 
packet is relayed to the router LEG of the node X corresponding to the VLAN serviced, and 

(c) if the addressee of a packet is a VLAN that is not serviced, the packet is relayed 
on [[the]] a transit ELAN via [[a]] tfie transit LEG of a node X to [[a]] ^ transit LEG of a node 

Y, 

9. (Currently amended) Themethodof claim 8, 

wherem said access function comprises a list of identifying VLANs serviced, a routing 
table, and a relaying function, and 

wherein the step (b) is earned out as follows: 

. if the addressee VLAN belongs to the list, the relaying function of the access 
function is activated and the data packet is relayed to the router LEG having an 
identifier that is the identifier of the addressee VLAN, and 
wherein the step (c) is carried out as follows: 

• if the addressee VLAN does not belong to the list, the data packet is relayed to the 
transit LEG of a node Y as mentioned in the routing table. 

10. (Currently amended) The meliiod of claim 8 or^, wherein the relaying stop io 
porformod for a data paokot data packets relayed using the access function are received [[on]] 
from the router LEG implanted in an access fimctiorL 

11. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 or 9, wherein the rdajing ctcp id 
achiwed for a data paokot received [[on]] from the transit LEG implanted in an access function. 



LAW OFFICES OF 
CHRISmrSEN O'CONNOR JOHNSON KINDNESS*^ 
) 420 Fifth Avenue 
Suit(?2800 

« Seattle, WashtTigton 98101 

ivEfW5865AMi.lX)C ^ ' 206.682.8100 

PAGE 8/11 ' RCVD AT 5112/2006 1 1:23:17 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/18 ' DNIS:2736046 ' CSiD: * DURATION (inm-ss):02-38 



MAY. 12. 2006 8:37PM CHRISTENSEN OCONNOR 



NO. 9751 P. 9 



12. (Previously presented) The routing metiiod of claim 8, wherein the switched 
network is an ATM type carrier network with BP data packets. 
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